Wisdom and Destiny

morbid virtue there is often more harm
than there is in a healthy vice; in any
event it is further removed from truth;
and there is but little to hope for when we
are divided from truth. As our ideal be-
comes loftier so does it become more real;
and the nobler our soul, the less does it
dread that it meet not a soul of its stature;
for it must have drawn near unto truth,
in whose neighbourhood all things must
take of its greatness. When Dante had
gained the third sphere, and stood in the
midst of the heavenly lights, all shining with
uniform splendour, he saw that around
him naught moved, and wondered was he
standing motionless there, or indeed draw-
ing nearer unto the seat of God ? So he
cast his eyes upon Beatrice; and she
seemed more beautiful to him; wherefore
he knew that he was approaching his
goal And so can we too count the steps
that we take on the highway of truth,
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